
 

Historical Women Fictional stories of real women. 

 

The Winter Palace: A Novel of Catherine the Great by Eva Stachniak 

A reimagining of the early years of Catherine the Great traces the story of a naïve German 
duchess as observed by young Barbara, a servant who watches her mistress’s elevation and 

rises to one of Russia’s most clever royal spies.  FIC STACHNIAK 

 

 

Lucy: A Novel by Ellen Feldman 

A fictional account of Franklin Roosevelt’s romance with Eleanor’s social secretary, Lucy  
Mercer, follows their pre-World War I affair, it’s impact on his marriage, and their  

re-acquaintance years later as he prepares for an unprecedented third term.  FIC FELDMAN 

 

 

The Last Empress by Anchee Min 
The story of the resourceful Tzu His, or Empress Orchid, as she is transformed from a strong
-willed young woman into a politically savvy leader, moving from the concubine  
quarters on to the world stage, while confronting the perilous status of the Chinese empire, 

social unrest, and devastating personal loss.  FIC MIN 

 

 

Abundance: A Novel of Marie Antoinette by Sena Jeter Naslund 
A fictional tale of the life of Marie Antoinette presents the story of an empress’s teenage 
daughter who is forced to leave her family home to marry the future king of France and who 

rebels against the formality and rigid protocol of court life.  FIC NASLUND 
 
 
 

Etta by Gerald Koplan 
Imagines the life of Etta Place, once a Philadelphia debutante whose father’s death left her 
orphaned and bankrupt, as she joins Butch Cassidy’s notorious gang and begins a romance 

with the Sundance Kid.  FIC KOPLAN 
 
 
 

The Heretic’s Daughter by Kathleen Kent 

A witchcraft accusation in their home of Salem, further complicates the challenging  

relationship between Martha Carrier and her equally willful daughter, Sarah, who are forced to 
stand together against the escalating hysteria and superstition of the trials threatening their 

lives.  FIC KENT 
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The 19th Wife by David Ebershoff 
The complex history of polygamy in the Mormon Church intertwines the story of Ann Eliza 
Young, the nineteenth wife of Brigham Young, and a modern-day mystery in which a  

polygamous man has been found murdered and one of his wives is accused of the crime.   

FIC EBERSHOFF 

 

 

 

Madame Tussaud: A Novel of the French Revolution 
While the tensions rise between the royalty and the people, Madame Tussaud is requested to 
tutor the King’s sister in wax sculpting and must find a way for her family to survive the  

coming revolution.  FIC MORAN 
 

 

 

Blonde by Joyce Carol Oates 
A fictional recreation of the life of Marilyn Monroe that recounts her rise to stardom, as seen 

from Marilyn’s perspective.  FIC OATES 
 

 

 

The Emancipator’s Wife: A Novel of Mary Todd Lincoln by Barbara Hambly 
In the wake of her husband’s assassination, Mary Todd Lincoln struggles to cope amid the 
animosity and confusion that surrounds her, in a historical novel that captures the sage of 
one of the most misunderstood women in American history, from her privileged youth in the 

South to the difficulties of her later years.  FIC HAMBLY 

 

 

 

The Memoirs of Cleopatra by Margaret George 
A unique fictional portrait that brings life and authenticity to the tale of the Egyptian queen 
who, after a lifetime of passion and power, chooses to end her existence rather than suffer 

humiliation at the hands of her Roman conquerors.  FIC GEORGE 

 
 
 

Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood 
Takes readers into the life and mind of Grace Marks, one of the most notorious women of the 
1840s, who is serving a life sentence for the murders of her employer and his mistress that 

she claims to have no memory of.  FIC ATWOOD 

 

 

 

Daphne: A Novel by Justine Picardie 
A tale inspired by Daphne du Maurier’s fascination with the Brontë family that follows the  
Rebecca author’s descent into mental illness, her passionate investigation into a scandal at 
the Brontë estate, and correspondence with the disgraced editor John Alexander Syminton.   

FIC PICARDIE 
 
 

For more Historical Fiction, check Bookletters & Staff Recommendations on our website. 


